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Every year, as we head toward winter, we size and give out
brand new winter coats to all of our kids here at the center.This
year we are providing over 100 kids with a brand new winter
coat, hat, gloves, and scarves in order to stay warm through the
winter. Many of our kids either walk to travel everywhere or
have to wait in the early hours of the morning for a bus. As the
temperatures drop, this becomes a very cold task, and many

o leiliessstrygglirg with helping our kids stay warm.This is one of
he few things we can do to help make sure our kids stay warm

during the cold winter months.

Did you know?
Do you know what Momds Matter does t
Answer Page 2.




. Once again, we are extremely grateful for our conneq
. tion with RoseHulman and their Performing Arts Se-

* talents in front of hundreds of people. During Octobe
. the older kids were able to attend Champions of Mag

Harvest Happenings

During October, we had our annual Harvest Happenin
which is a night full of fun, games, and face paint. Afte
dinner, all the kids gathered in the gym to decorations
galore and plenty of smiling faces from the staff memb
They had plenty of games to play, and as they won the
received plenty of candy to eat afterwards. In addition,
many of the kids were able to get there face painted &
someone scary, or fun, or animal print. Many of the ki
werendt scared to bust a
talking with other kids to have a dance party. The kids
with smiling faces, talking about all the fun activities th

did and plenty of candy!

Financial Assistance

As we head into the cold winter months and the "’J =

holiday season, we worry about the future of the center and how we will be able to keep our
kids warm and ensure Christmas will be special for each family. We could definitely use some
assistance to make sure the costs of coats, presents, and rising bills are covered. Every little bit
can help make a difference in the lives of kids who have very little. We worry about heating the
building and the rising cost of food as our numbers increase as we get closer to Christmas. We

appreciate any contributions during this time of dyer financial need.

Food Pantry

The Food Pantry is continuing to serve several hundreds of food requests each month. As we head into the
holiday season, we are seeing an increase in numbers need food and a decrease in the number of volunteet
able to help serve all these individuals. The food pantry is currently looking for additional volunteers on
Tuesdays from 9 am to noon to help carry groceries, stock shelves, and help the many in need. If you or

someone you know is interested in helping out, please contact the front office a2823126.

Exploring Artists

ries. Our kids are receiving opportunities all year long
explore different artists and watch them perform thei

- and see several different magicians perform a varietyse
. tricks on stage. During November, we have plansto ¢
.tend Rosed8s st ufheTempepfkis ff. £
- is a Shakespeare play and will expose the kids to pel A
* forming live as well as experiencing a different time p€

- od and style of writing. The kids really enjoy each opportunity we receive to attend a performance at Rose

+ Hulman. We look forward to the several other shows they will be hosting throughout the upcoming year.

-Did you know?

‘Did you know that during the month of December, the
‘Matter group goes out to dinner at a nicer restaurant for dinner, and then Jeanie provides each mom with a special Ch
Present. Jeanie is currently collecting items to give to the 10 mothers that having been meeting with herdliigerear. If yc

-ested in helping with this or donating something for a mom, please contact her in the fron28#i8&24.812
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MERI'T MART REWARDS STORE
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14™ and Chestnut Community Center

A coll aboration of the Terre Haut e
1403 Chestnut Street, Terre Haute IN 47807

Phone: 81232-3126 Fax: 812352904

Pastor Bill Felts, Executive Director
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Thanksgiving meal, what gifts to gi
ing Christmas. The holidays are a wonderful time to get together with family an
thanking God for all He has done for us.

At 14" and Chestnut, we are also beginning to make holiday plans. Each year, we help the families of
our children that regularly attend our program. More than 70 families are blessed with a Thanksgiving food bas-
ket, Christmas food basket, and presents for the children. The holidays can be a very stressful, depressing time if
you dondt know how youdre going to provide for you
that stress and spread the joy and love of Jesus to the families of our children.

Attached is a list of the food items we are collecting for the food baskets. We ask you to prayerfully
consider collecting the items for one basket, or collecting one or two items in bulk. There are also other ways
to get involved, including sponsoring a family for Christmas, providing gifts for children, or giving a monetary do-
nation to help with heating the building this wint
open and provide a warm place for the kids to come after school this winter. Any donations are greatly appreci-

ated. Times are tough, but with your help, we trust that God will provide.
If you need any further information about how to get involved, please call us at (813)2%? and we
will be happy to talk to you. Thank you so much for the difference you are making in the lives of our children!

at we al/l begin
ve family and f
d friends and share together,

Bill Felts Heather Slee
Executive Director Program Coordinator

Staff Spotlight

Meet Kaylee Rippeon (Left). Kaylee works with th& Koys and is new to the cen-

ter this year as well as helping out with the newsletter. She is double majoring in Ele-
mentary Education and Special Education. She is working at the center for not only
her love for helping kids and teaching them, but also for a

great experience to help guide her path for teaching. Some

things she loves at the center is being able to talk with the

kids, being able to do fun activities like crafts, basketball,

and watching how they interact with others through video

games. From working at the center, she hopes to gain

more knowledge about how kids develop and learn as well

as being able to gain more ideas to implement in her future

classroom.

Meet Samantha Shepard (Right). Samantha works with the

K-2 girls and is new to the center this year as well. She is

currently getting her degree in Communications with a
concentration in Public Relations and a minor in Art. She is working at the center be-
cause she thought it would be a great experience to have under her belt. In addition,
she saw the opportunity to work with kids and grabbed it as quick as she could since
she has always loved working with kids. From working at the center, she enjoys being
able to bring a smile to the kidsd faces. Her favo
come up with crafts for the little kids. She also had fun coming up with a reading bind-
er for her group which encourages the girls to read and answer questions after they
are done. When the girls are done, they receive a sticker and after so many sticker,

they get a reward.



