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INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

Verse of the Month: 
Revelation 3:20 

“Here I am! I stand 
at the door and 

knock. If anyone 
hears my voice and 

opens the door, I will 
come in and eat 
with that person, 

and they with me.”  

THE 14TH AND CHESTNUT COMMUNITY CENTER'S MISSION IS TO BE A PARTNER WITH AND PROVIDE MINISTRY TO THE 
NEIGHBORHOOD AROUND THE CENTER IN ORDER TO ASSIST WITH A VARIETY OF SPIRITUAL, PHYSICAL, AND EDUCATIONAL 

NEEDS. 

Thank You, Thank You, Thank You!!! 

We had an incredible Christmas season at 14th and Chestnut, and we 

could not have done any of it without the help of so many amazing indi-

viduals, families, churches, businesses and organizations! As much as we 

would love to shout out to each and every one of you, the list would be 

longer than this newsletter, and we would absolutely hate to leave any-

one out!  

With your help our children were able to attend Christmas parties, cel-

ebrate December Birthdays with a birthday party, enjoy many crafts and 

games for Christmas, put on a Christmas program and enjoy a holiday 

meal with their families, be blessed with a holiday food basket, stay 

warm with blankets, coats, hats, gloves and scarves, visit with Santa and 

Mrs. Claus, and take home a bag full of gifts for Christmas! They also 

learned about the true reason for the season and greatest gift, Jesus! 

Thank you as well to everyone who donated time, treasure and talents 

during 2022. You are all making a difference in the lives of the children 

and families in this community, and we appreciate you!!! 
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Staff Spotlight 

Chaiela Edinburgh is one of our amazing interns at the Center. Chaiela began at-

tending the Center as a child, then began working as a leader about 3 years ago. 

Chaiela works with our 6th grade and older girls, mentoring and leading them.  

Chaiela is a Nursing student at Ivy Tech. She is a wonderful young lady and sets a 

great example for our kids here at the Center. She has a great heart for serving 

those around her. Her sweet spirit, laid back attitude and witty sense of humor 

draw people to her and make it easy for her to build relationships. We appreciate 

Chaiela and all that she does at the Center! 

 

 

Volunteer Spotlight 

Maria Brush is a member of Mount Pleasant United Methodist Church that 

has been volunteering at the Center for over eight years. Maria can be found 

every Tuesday morning serving at the Food Pantry, and every Tuesday after-

noon in the Clothes Closet. But that’s not all! Maria also fills in wherever she 

is needed, whether that’s driving children to field trips during the summer, 

filling in in the kitchen to help prepare or serve a meal, or any other need 

that may arise.  

Everyone looks forward to a big smile and an even bigger hug every time Ma-

ria is around! We love Ms. Maria and are so happy to have her as a part of 

our family here at the Center! 

 

 

Room Spotlight 

The Merit Mart is a room the children look forward to visiting each week to 

spend the “merit money” they earn on things like toys, games, hygiene prod-

ucts, school supplies, and so much more!  

Every day at the Center, children can earn merit money for helping out, be-

having well, winning a contest, reading, etc. We also choose a Team Leader 

each month who receives a certificate, prize, and 20 merit dollars to add to 

their account to spend at the Merit Mart. Children can also bring in their 

school report cards and earn merit money for good grades! 

We are always looking for donations to keep our Merit Mart shelves full! We 

accept new and gently-used toys, games, jewelry, and other items children 

enjoy. We also accept new hygiene products and school supplies. Please con-

tact the office if you would like to donate and need ideas of what to buy! 



January 2023 
NEEDS LIST 

14th and Chestnut Community Center 

1403 Chestnut Street.  Terre Haute, IN 47807.  Phone: 812.232.3126 
Email:  14th.chestnut@gmail.com 

Visit our Website! 14thandchestnut.weebly.com 

Find us on Facebook! Search 14th and Chestnut Community Center. 

Thank You for your ongoing support of the work we do at the Center! God is using you to make a big 
difference in the children, their families, and even the staff and volunteers that come through our doors. 
We couldn’t do any of it without you! 

PRAY for all of the children and families we serve, that God will continue to move and change lives! 

 

 

GRUMBLING TUMMIES CAFÉ 

Serving daily snack and dinner throughout the school year.  Help us keep their bellies full!   

Our biggest need for the kitchen is meat and fresh fruits and vegetables 

We are also in need of dish soap and gift cards to purchase items in order to complete meals and to 
purchase the fresh produce and milk we need each week. 

We are also accepting any donations of canned or boxed food as well as main staples like bread and 
sugar.  

BIGGEST NEEDS 

These are the areas where we could use the most help in the month of 
January as we move into the Spring Semester: 

Food Pantry– Numbers of people in need of emergency food assistance 
continue to grow. Staple needs include peanut butter, cereal, boxes of pas-
ta, beans, rice, mashed potatoes, and canned vegetables. 

Kitchen— Our biggest needs for the kitchen are meats such as chicken, 
hot dogs and ground beef, fruits and vegetables,  and individually wrapped 
snacks to serve children for snack time after school. 

Clothes Closet– We are in need of boys jeans sizes 6-14. 

Merit Mart Items– We could use toys, puzzles, games, hygiene products, 
jewelry, and full-size candy bars. 

Craft Supplies– We could use pre-packaged crafts, pipe cleaners, painting 
supplies, and melty beads. 

Building Needs—Duct Tape, Painter’s Tape, Super Glue 

 



MERIT MART REWARDS STORE 

Help us reward our kids for good behavior!  The store is where children can spend the play money they 
earn on hygiene products, toys, books, crafts, school supplies, etc. 

We accept donations of new or gently used items for the Merit Mart. 
Our biggest need is hygiene products especially for boys, such as deodorant, body 

wash, shaving cream, etc.  
We also accept toys, school supplies, jewelry, and candy for the children. 

MOTHER HUBBARD’S PANTRY 
Please help us keep our emergency pantry stocked to help people in our community in an extreme time 
of need. 

Our biggest need for the food pantry is meat like hot dogs, spam, tuna to make a com-
plete meal. We are also in major need of Mac and Cheese! 

We are also accepting donations of canned and boxed goods as well as supplies for babies 
such as diapers, wipes, and jars of baby food.  

CLOTHES CLOSETS 
Once a week, any of our registered children can go to the clothes closet and get NEW OR GENTLY USED 
clothing to keep them clean and warm.  All donations are appreciated! 

Our biggest need is new underwear and new boxers for our kids in any sizes. 
We are also in need of clothes from size 5 to 12 for both girls and boys. 
We accept clothes for kids from size 5 up to adult XL.  

MOMS MATTER 
Where mothers can get together and encourage each other through their daily parenting struggles.  
Each mom in attendance is given a small gift.  Help us encourage them! 

Gift baskets, lotions, bath items, candles, picture frames, and any other gift a mom might like 
Gift cards for gas, dining out, or local grocery stores 

BUILDING & GROUNDS 
Cleaning supplies—Pledge, Windex, paper towels, liquid pump hand soap, toilet bowl cleaner, Ajax 

detergent, liquid dish soap, Goo Gone or Murphy Oil Soap, 409, Spic and Span 
Old cell phones or old printer cartridges  
 

Thank you for your continued prayers and support! 
If you would like to give a monetary donation online, scan the QR code below. You can give a 

one-time gift or sign up for a monthly donation.  
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Christmastime Fun at the Center!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Eat at Buffalo Wild Wings! 

We have another opportunity for you to support the Center while filling your belly! Eat at Buffalo Wild 

Wings in Terre Haute on Monday, January 30th, and they will donate 10% of your bill to the Center! Take 

your loved ones, your friends, your co-workers, or anyone else you can think of out to enjoy a meal! Even 

better, take someone out who doesn’t know about the Center and tell them all about us while you eat! We 

appreciate all of your support! 

 

Raise the (funds for) the Roof! 

The Center is in need of a new roof, as we have patched it and repatched it over the years and stretched it 

almost to it’s limit. We had an estimate a few months back, and it is projected to cost at least $85,000, and 

by the time we raise the funds, we assume that cost will be higher. If you, your business, organization or 

church would like to donate to the roof fund, please contact the office or write “roof” in the memo section 

of your donation.  

For those who donated to the kitchen stove project, THANK YOU! We are having a new Vent system put 

in this month, and will have other kitchen updates completed in the near future! Stay tuned for February’s 

newsletter for pictures! 
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Challenge Alert! 

Toward the end of the year, the Center introduced a new way to give monthly gifts online 
through Vanco. This service makes it quick and easy to give in a secure way and support the 

mission of 14th and Chestnut.  

As we were spreading the word, a wonderful couple who would like to remain anonymous 
reached out and issued a challenge that if we could get 25 new monthly supporters on Vanco 

by the end of the year, they would donate $5,000 to the Center! 

After the challenge was issued, we had SEVENTEEN new one-time donations and THREE new 

monthly supporters! While this is AMAZING, it does fall short of the challenge.  

The GOOD NEWS IS THE CHALLENGE HAS BEEN EXTENDED! Our anonymous couple 
who issued the challenge really wants to see TWENTY-THREE more people sign up for 

monthly donations. Could you be one of those 23? 

If God is stirring you to give, you can use the QR code below or visit our website at 14thand-

chestnut.weebly.com and go to the Donate Now! tab to give.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you’re not able to commit to a monthly gift, could you share this with someone else? Maybe 
your work, church, or organization? As a nonprofit community center that is run on dona-
tions, we appreciate any and all monthly gifts as they make it possible to keep doing what we 

are doing to change the lives of children and their families. 

 



Here are some ways you can help out at the Center: 
 

Wills and Bequests—Gifts will be invested to insure quality services 
for youth in the future. Gifts can last a lifetime. Please consider us 

when making your final requests. 

Memorial/Honor Gifts—Gifts made in memory of a deceased loved 

one or in honor of a family member or friend. 

Miranda Harper Scholarship– Donations can be made to our 

Scholarship fund to help our students with college expenses. 

In-kind Gifts—Gifts such as clothing, toiletries and household items 

can also be donated. For current list of needs, see pages 3 and 4. 

Monetary Donations—Checks made payable to: 14th and Chestnut 

Community Center, 1403 Chestnut St., Terre Haute, IN 47807. 

Endowment Fund—If you would like to contribute to our Endow-
ment Fund through the Wabash Valley Community Foundation, con-

tact the Center at 812-232-3126. 

 

14th and Chestnut  

Community Center 

1403 Chestnut St. 

Terre Haute, IN 47807 

812-232-3126 
 

After School Program 

Monday—Friday 

3:00 pm—6:00 pm 

Snack served at 3:00 pm 

Dinner served at 5:30 pm 

Food Pantry 

Tuesdays 9:00 am—12:00 pm 
 

Executive Directors 

Amanda Otieno 

Connor Scanlon 

Assistant Director 

Laresha Johnson 

Help make a Difference in a Child’s Life 

14thandchestnut.weebly.com 

You can also Like and Follow us on 

Facebook! 

14th & Chestnut Community Center 

1403 Chestnut Street 

Terre Haute, IN 47807 
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