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THE 14TH AND CHESTNUT COMMUNITY CENTER'S MISSION IS TO BE A PARTNER WITH AND PROVIDE MINISTRY TO THE NEIGHBORHOOD AROUND THE CENTER IN
ORDER TO ASSIST WITH A VARIETY OF SPIRITUAL, PHYSICAL, AND EDUCATIONAL NEEDS.
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Presents Galore!!
Wednesday, December 23rd, was the busiest day the center had seen since Coronavirus changed our normal operations. We prepared over 150 bags filled with 8-10 presents for each child to receive on that day. The kids arrived
that morning in anticipation of receiving their gifts and were
very excited. They patiently waited for noon to come when
they would be able to open the present that they would
normally receive at a Christmas party before receiving their
bag and going home. We are grateful to every donor who
helped make this day special not only for the kids, but also
for the parents who were struggling this year, and for the
staff who were able to see the joy on each child’s face as
they walked out the door!
Did you know???
Did you know that the center offers tutoring/homework help?
Answer Page 7.

Huge Thank You’s!!

We want to take this time to give a huge shout out
to several different people and organizations that
truly helped us make the month of December a
special month for the kids despite everything going
on with Corona. We want to start by thanking Terre
Haute Fire Department for getting us started this
Christmas season with several bags of gifts for the
majority of our kids. We appreciate all the hardwork
and dedication you have not only in serving and
protecting the community, but also trying to provide
for the community when times are hard. Along with
them, we want to thank Books A Million for once
again collecting items in their store to help us provide the kids not only with fun toys to play with this
Christmas but also new books to read and help further their education! Many of these kids do not
know what its like to own their own brand new book, and Books A Million has helped change that for
the past 3 years. We also want to thank Starbucks, 5/3rd Banks, Riddell National Banks, Dollar General at Southland and Harsha for placing barrels in your businesses for customers to select names
and purchase items for our kids. This was another huge help to make sure our kids received items
they truly wanted for Christmas this year. We want to thank Oregon Baptist Church and World Gospel for also taking the initiative to attempt to plan a Christmas Party for our kids, and then even when
we had decided it would be unsafe due to Corona, still providing our kids with gifts. The next thank
you goes to Memorial United Methodist Church. They normally come in during the holidays and set
up a Santa Shop for the kids to come in and pick out gifts for a teacher and a parent, but again we
had to change things this year. This year, they prepared gifts for the kids ahead of time, and sent
them in for us to pass out. Along with these additional presents, Memorial United Methodist Church
also sponsored an Angel Tree to help support the center as well. The proceeds from the Angel Tree
will help provide food for the Grumbling Tummies Café for the next year. The kids were extremely
grateful for the gifts that they received. With all of these wonderful donors, Christmas this year was
just as special if not more special than past Christmases here at the center. The kids still receive
wonderful presents that were very special, and they were still able to make some special memories
for years to come. While we are hopeful in the New Year that things will get better, we know that
God will always truly provide for us especially with all the wonderful donors He has provided to support us! Thank you!

Family Sponsors

While we are continuing to give thanks during the holidays,
we also want to thank Ms. Jeanie and all of the individuals,
families, and organizations who came together to sponsor
entire families this Christmas. We were able to sponsor 42
families this Christmas! Sponsors not only provide Christmas for the kids that attend the center, but they also provide Christmas for the other kids in the household and for
the parents. We were worried when we started this year
on whether or not we would be able to sponsor very many
families, but we were more than blessed! Ms. Jeanie was
able to gather sponsors for 42 families and those families
were more than grateful for the blessings they received.

Page 2

NEWS AROUND THE CORNER

January 2020
NEEDS LIST

14th and Chestnut Community Center
1403 Chestnut Street. Terre Haute, IN 47807. Phone: 812.232.3126
Email: 14th.chestnut@gmail.com
Visit our Website! 14thandchestnut.weebly.com
Thank You for your support of what we do! We truly would not be here without you! PRAY for God’s
blessing on our children and their families. Pray also that God will continue to move through the ministry of the Center and provide for all of its needs.

BIGGEST NEEDS
These are the areas where we could use the most help in the month of January:
Kitchen– The Kitchen could use individual wrapped snack cakes, Individual Packages
of chips, hamburger, precooked bacon, smoky links, nacho cheese, and individually
packaged snacks
Craft Supplies– We are in need of acrylic paint, canvases, tye-dye kits, white t-shirts
and socks, melty beads, nail polish, poster boards, modeling clay, duct tape
Food Pantry– The food pantry is in need of cereal, peanut butter, tuna, peas, spaghetti
sauce, boxed dinners, canned goods and meat products.

Mom’s Matter- Our Mom’s Matter could use gifts to give to the Moms such as Bath
and Body Works gift packs, towels, wash cloths, and purses
Batteries– We could use AA and AAA batteries for toys for the kids.
Birthday Party Sponsors– We could use Birthday Sponsors for the Spring.
Cleaning Supplies- We could use hand sanitizer and Clorox style wipes to help keep
the building clean between groups.
Clothes Closet– Clothes Closet could use leggings, pajamas and underwear for girls,
and socks and pajamas for boys.

GRUMBLING TUMMIES CAFÉ
Serving daily snack and dinner throughout the school year. Help us keep their bellies full!
Our biggest need for the kitchen is meat and fresh fruits and vegetables
We are also in need of dish soap and gift cards to purchase items in order to complete meals and to
purchase the fresh produce and milk we need each week.
We are also accepting any donations of canned or boxed food as well as main staples like bread and
sugar.

MERIT MART REWARDS STORE
Help us reward our kids for good behavior! The store is where children can spend the play money they
earn on hygiene products, toys, books, crafts, school supplies, etc.
We accept donations of new or gently used items for the Merit Mart.
Our biggest need is hygiene products especially for boys, such as deodorant, body
wash, shaving cream, etc.
We also accept toys, school supplies, jewelry, and candy for the children.

MOTHER HUBBARD’S PANTRY
Please help us keep our emergency pantry stocked to help people in our community in an
extreme time of need.
Our biggest need for the food pantry is meat like hot dogs, spam, tuna to
make a complete meal. We are also in major need of Mac and Cheese!
We are also accepting donations of canned and boxed goods as well as supplies
for babies such as diapers, wipes, and jars of baby food.
CLOTHES CLOSETS
Once a week, any of our registered children can go to the clothes closet and get NEW OR GENTLY USED
clothing to keep them clean and warm. All donations are appreciated!
Our biggest need is new underwear and new boxers for our kids in any sizes.

We are also in need of clothes from size 5 to 12 for both girls and boys.
We accept clothes for kids from size 5 up to adult XL.

MOMS MATTER
Where mothers can get together and encourage each other through their daily parenting struggles.
Each mom in attendance is given a small gift. Help us encourage them!
Gift baskets, lotions, bath items, candles, picture frames, and any other gift a mom might like
Gift cards for gas, dining out, or local grocery stores

BUILDING & GROUNDS
Cleaning supplies—Pledge, Windex, paper towels, liquid pump hand soap, toilet bowl cleaner, Ajax
detergent, liquid dish soap, Goo Gone or Murphy Oil Soap, 409, Spic and Span
Old cell phones or old printer cartridges

Thank you for your continued prayers and support!
14th and Chestnut Community Center
1403 Chestnut Street. Terre Haute, IN 47807. Phone: 812.232.3126
14th.chestnut@gmail.com

Miracles All Around!!
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We also want to take the time to thank the community and the people behind Miracle on 7t St. This winter,
they were able to help out several food pantries in the
community including ours. Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard received 4 barrels full of canned goods and a
donation of $1500 to help cover the cost of future
food purchases. We appreciate all the support our local community provides. Our food pantry received
thousands of food requests this year, and we were able
to provide for each request thanks to donations like
Miracle on 7th Street. We also want to thank the volunteers of our food pantry. Again Corona made us
think outside the box in order to social distance and
still serve needs. Our food pantry staff decided the
best way to serve food requests was to stand outside
under our carport with boxes of food and pass them
out as people walked up. The volunteers did this all
the way through the end of the year even in both the cold and hot temperatures. We appreciate their dedication to serving the public and their willingness to stay outside in order to social distance. Thank you to
everyone who helps make Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard a huge success even in the most difficult of times.

Dedicated Staff
Majority of the interns here at
the center are college students,
and this year, due to Corona
Virus, majority of our college
students left just before Thanksgiving and will not return until
the end of January. We have
had 7 dedicated students who
live in Terre Haute remain faithful to the center and work every day during the break. Even as our numbers rose, and they began to have
more kids in their groups and more responsibilities, they remained faithful to our mission and came in every day. We appreciate (in order from left to right) Olivia Sowards, Chaiela Edinburgh, Memphis Davis, Hannah Sowards, Laresha Johnson, Zeke Edinburgh, and Zach Harris (not pictured). They did their best to help
us maintain the building, maintain social distancing, and maintain all other safety protocols during this time,
including wear our new 14th and Chestnut Masks. They also have helped us wrap and prepare the gifts for
distribution. While December is a very enjoyable time with the holidays, it is also very busy here at the
center, and they put in extra hours to make sure our kids would have a wonderful Christmas. We appreciate all of their hard work and dedication.

Decorating
It wouldn’t be Christmas without a few decorations,
right? Well that’s exactly how our older kids started off
the Christmas Season. On Wednesday nights, our middle school and high school students stay after an extra
two hours to have fun together and do different activities. To start of the month of December, they decorated the building. We like to make sure the kids really get
into the Christmas Spirit and feel all the joy and happiness that comes with it. So we brought up all the decorations including a 10 foot Christmas Tree, and let the
kids decorate as much as they possibly could! They enjoyed hanging lights, setting up the Nativity Scene, and decorating the Christmas Tree. They also
listened to Christmas Music while all this was going on. Everyone had a blast, and it was amazing to
see how much the center changed in just two short hours.

Christmas Baskets
Once again, we passed out Christmas Food Baskets to our families. While we were still unable to
do the traditional Christmas Program with a meal, singing, and acting, we were still able to make
sure our families had the ingredients required to put on a Christmas Feast. As parents pulled in to
pick up their kids one evening, we loaded their trunks with the box of food and a frozen turkey to
take home. We passed out 40 baskets to our families who were extremely grateful. Thank you to
all of our donors who made that possible!

Music at YMCA
The YMCA started a new music program this past fall with
the help of one of our past interns. Garien Woods, who
worked with us from 2012 to 2014, is leading a music program at the YMCA to help teach kids how to express themselves through music. During the 10 week session in the fall,
we had 6 students enrolled who really enjoyed themselves.
At the end of the 10 weeks, they put on a music program
for their parents, and then they also came in and did a special program for the kids here at the center. Now, Garien is starting another session for 10 weeks
this spring. They will do a program in February and in March to showcase what they have learned.
We hope to send students to this program as well.

Birthday Party!
We are looking for people or groups who are wanting to volunteer
just one afternoon here at the center. Each month, on the 3rd
Wednesday of the month, we have a birthday party for the kids. The
kids gather together to celebrate the kids who have a birthday that
month. Birthday kids receive a present from the center, and then all
the kids get to enjoy cupcakes provided by Kroger on Wabash Ave.
The kids then also play a game to help celebrate. For many of our
kids, this is the only party they are able to have. We are looking for
Sponsors who would love to come in from 4 to 5 pm that afternoon
and play games with the kids. Sponsors can also bring in other goodies as well such as juice, ice cream, or other snacks. This is a special
afternoon for all the kids, and we would like to share the afternoon
with you! Contact the front office for more information or if you
would like to sponsor a birthday at 812-232-3126!
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Kroger Number
14th & Chestnut Community Center is enrolled in
the Kroger Community Rewards Program. The
center will receive a donation based on a percentage of sales by our enrolled members. Please go
online to krogercommunityrewards.com and register your Kroger Plus card with our organization.
Kroger has assigned the center with the number BP497.This is a new number. Customers who
have previously signed up should not have to change their number. Just make sure to check the
bottom of your receipts and make sure a donation is being made to the center! This is one of the
easiest ways to give to the center, and it is bringing in average of $800 each quarter.

Amazon Smile
Did you know that you can help 14th and Chestnut Community Center every time you shop at Amazon.com? AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support
your favorite charitable organization every time you shop, at
no cost to you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll
find the exact same low prices, vast selection and convenient
shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of
the purchase price to your favorite charitable organization. If you already have an amazon.com account or have amazon prime, this all is the same at smile.amazon. When you first go to the website, you will be asked to select your charitable organization, which you can find through the search
bar. Once you have selected 14th and Chestnut Community Center (please use the top choice offered), every time that you place an order, a portion of your purchase will be given to the Center.
The only difference from any amazon order is that you sign in to smile.amazon.com. Several small
donations can add up to something large to continue the ministry of the Center. For more information, go to: http://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/about/ref=smi_aas_redirect?
ie=UTF8&ref_=smi_se_ft_abt_ saas

Kitchen Helpers
Do you like to help prepare food? Are you looking to volunteer for a couple of hours one afternoon? Then look no more! We could use your
help in our Grumbling Tummies Café! We need
two to three helpers on Tuesdays, Wednesdays,
and Thursdays from 4-6 pm preparing fruit and
vegetables, pouring water, serving dinner, and
much more. If this is something your interested in, then contact Linda at 812-232-3126. So, grab a
friend or two and come serve a hot meal this winter to a kid in need!
Did You Know???
Did you know that even when the schools are closed and doing virtual learning, we still have adults who volunteer to tutor
our kids? They help the children with any and all homework through out the week. Even if it answering a simple question or
just hanging out with them in a safe, quiet place, our volunteers are here every week to make sure kids can complete their
homework.
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We’re on the web!
14thandchestnut.weebly.com

Help make a Difference in a Child’s Life
Here are some ways you can help out at the Center:
Wills and Bequests—Gifts will be invested to insure quality services
for youth in the future. Gifts can last a lifetime. Please consider us
when making your final requests.
Memorial/Honor Gifts—Gifts made in memory of a deceased loved
one or in honor of a family member or friend.
Miranda Harper Scholarship– Donations can be made to our
Scholarship fund to help our students with college expenses.
In-kind Gifts—Gifts such as clothing, toiletries and household items
can also be donated. For current list of needs, see pages 3 and 4.
Monetary Donations—Checks made payable to: 14th and Chestnut
Community Center, 1403 Chestnut St., Terre Haute, IN 47807.
Endowment Fund—If you would like to contribute to our
Endowment Fund through the Wabash Valley Community
Foundation, contact Bill Felts at 812-232-3126.

14th and Chestnut
Community Center
1403 Chestnut St.
Terre Haute, IN 47807
812-232-3126
After School Program
Monday—Friday
3:00 pm—6:00 pm
Snack served at 3:00 pm
Dinner served at 5:30 pm
Executive Director
Rev. Bill Felts
Program Coordinator
Heather Slee

