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Verse of the 
Month: 

Matthew 6:33 
“But seek first his 
kingdom and his 

righteousness, and 
all these things will 

be given to you as 
well.”  

THE 14TH AND CHESTNUT COMMUNITY CENTER'S MISSION IS TO BE A PARTNER WITH AND PROVIDE MINISTRY TO THE 
NEIGHBORHOOD AROUND THE CENTER IN ORDER TO ASSIST WITH A VARIETY OF SPIRITUAL, PHYSICAL, AND EDUCATIONAL 

NEEDS. 

A Memorable Day For All! 

We finished up an amazing summer with a big field trip to Indiana 

Beach! We took 64 children and 20 staff and volunteers on two 

big Turner buses to spend a day riding rides, swimming, and making 

memories. Multiple times throughout the day we heard children 

say, “This is the best trip ever!” For many of our children, this was 

their first chance to ever go to a theme park, and this was the 

highlight of their summer.  

Other Friday field trips this summer included bowling, skating, go-

ing to a movie, swimming, the Bouncin’ Barn, playing at Ivy Fit,  and 

going to Bogey’s.  The children had a wonderful summer! 

We are so grateful for all of you who support the Center and 

make it possible for our children to go back to school with fun 

stories to tell! Thank you, thank you, thank you! 
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Staff Spotlight 

Sarah Pringer joined our summer staff this year for the first time. Sarah is work-

ing to finish her Ph.D. and is planning to continue working in the Federal correc-

tions system. Sarah came to the Center because she felt drawn to help children 

in need. 

Sarah spent the summer co-leading the 6th and Up boys group. Her calm, laid-

back spirit combined with gentle firmness was just what the boys needed to help 

them have a great summer. Sarah was also a huge help with transportation, driv-

ing a van for each field trip and any small group trips that took place.  

We appreciate Sarah so much and wish her the best in her career! 

 

Volunteer Spotlight 

Mark Metheny is one of our board members at the Center. He has been a rock 

star with helping out in any way he can. For the last couple of years, he has head-

ed up one of our main fundraisers, the Golf Outing, and done a fantastic job. He 

also took charge of organizing and planning the Center’s first Summer Fun Day, 

which was a great event we hope to continue in future years. He’s also great at 

simply checking in from time to time and offering to help with whatever is need-

ed. 

We truly appreciate Mark and all of our amazing board members who have a 

heart for what we do here at the Center. We couldn’t do it without you! 

 

 

Room Spotlight 

During the summer, the Homework Room is transformed into a 

team room for the K-2nd grade girls and is used for a variety of 

activities such as crafts, games and activities. But the room has 

transitioned back and is ready to welcome back children who 

need help with their homework during the after school pro-

gram.  

We are looking for volunteers who are willing to tutor and help 

children with homework each day. The homework room is 

open from 3pm-5pm Monday through Friday. If you are interest-

ed in volunteering in this area, please call the office at 812-232-

3126 and speak to Connor or Amanda. 

 



September 2022 
NEEDS LIST 

14th and Chestnut Community Center 

1403 Chestnut Street.  Terre Haute, IN 47807.  Phone: 812.232.3126 
Email:  14th.chestnut@gmail.com 

Visit our Website! 14thandchestnut.weebly.com 

Find us on Facebook! Search 14th and Chestnut Community Center. 

Thank You for helping us make this a wonderful, memorable summer for our children! We couldn’t do 
any of this without you! We are looking forward to a great school year, and appreciate your ongoing 
support! 

PRAY for all of the children and families we serve, that God will continue to move and change lives! 

 

 

GRUMBLING TUMMIES CAFÉ 

Serving daily snack and dinner throughout the school year.  Help us keep their bellies full!   

Our biggest need for the kitchen is meat and fresh fruits and vegetables 

We are also in need of dish soap and gift cards to purchase items in order to complete meals and to 
purchase the fresh produce and milk we need each week. 

We are also accepting any donations of canned or boxed food as well as main staples like bread and 
sugar.  

BIGGEST NEEDS 

These are the areas where we could use the most help in the month of 
September as we kick off the After School Program: 

Food Pantry– Traffic in the food pantry is picking up. Any donations 
would be appreciated, but staple needs include peanut butter, cereal, box-
es of pasta, beans, rice, mashed potatoes, and canned vegetables. 

Kitchen— Our biggest needs for the kitchen are meats such as chicken, 
hot dogs, ground beef, fruits and vegetables,  and snacks to serve children 
after school. 

Clothes Closet– As we transition into cooler months, the clothes closet 
could use donations of new and gently used long sleeve tops and bottoms 
for children. 

Merit Mart Items– Help us reward good behavior by stocking our Merit 
Store! We could use bracelets and jewelry, men’s necklaces, cologne, 
watches, phone accessories, posters, key chains, lip gloss, sunglasses, 
spa/skin care items   

Candy– We could use bags of candy for the ISU Homecoming Parade in Oc-
tober and our Harvest Happenings event around Halloween. 



MERIT MART REWARDS STORE 

Help us reward our kids for good behavior!  The store is where children can spend the play money they 
earn on hygiene products, toys, books, crafts, school supplies, etc. 

We accept donations of new or gently used items for the Merit Mart. 

Our biggest need is hygiene products especially for boys, such as deodorant, body 
wash, shaving cream, etc.  

We also accept toys, school supplies, jewelry, and candy for the children. 

MOTHER HUBBARD’S PANTRY 

Please help us keep our emergency pantry stocked to help people in our community in an 
extreme time of need. 

Our biggest need for the food pantry is meat like hot dogs, spam, tuna to 
make a complete meal. We are also in major need of Mac and Cheese! 

We are also accepting donations of canned and boxed goods as well as supplies 
for babies such as diapers, wipes, and jars of baby food.  

CLOTHES CLOSETS 

Once a week, any of our registered children can go to the clothes closet and get NEW OR GENTLY USED 
clothing to keep them clean and warm.  All donations are appreciated! 

Our biggest need is new underwear and new boxers for our kids in any sizes. 

We are also in need of clothes from size 5 to 12 for both girls and boys. 

We accept clothes for kids from size 5 up to adult XL.  

MOMS MATTER 

Where mothers can get together and encourage each other through their daily parenting struggles.  
Each mom in attendance is given a small gift.  Help us encourage them! 

Gift baskets, lotions, bath items, candles, picture frames, and any other gift a mom might like 

Gift cards for gas, dining out, or local grocery stores 

BUILDING & GROUNDS 

Cleaning supplies—Pledge, Windex, paper towels, liquid pump hand soap, toilet bowl cleaner, Ajax 
detergent, liquid dish soap, Goo Gone or Murphy Oil Soap, 409, Spic and Span 

Old cell phones or old printer cartridges  

 

Thank you for your continued prayers and support! 

14th and Chestnut Community Center 

1403 Chestnut Street.  Terre Haute, IN  47807.  Phone: 812.232.3126 

14th.chestnut@gmail.com 
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Meet our Summer Staff! 

This summer, we were blessed with 15 of the best interns 

we could have asked for! This unique group of high school 

and college students came together as a group and pro-

vided supervision, leadership, mentoring and lots of fun 

for our children. They also spent time bonding with each 

other and growing friendships that will last a lifetime. We 

are so grateful to have had such an amazing group to 

leave a lasting impact on our children here at the Center. 

While some will be returning this fall, others are moving 

on to their next adventures. We’re looking forward to 

seeing what God has in store for each of them, and for 

the Center this school year! 

Cabin Leaders of the Summer 

Throughout the summer, each of our groups, or cab-

ins, recognized a child each week who stood out as a 

leader. This child was someone who was a good lis-

tener, behaved well, helped without being asked, or 

was just the most improved that week. Each Cabin 

Leader received a certificate, 20 Merit Dollars, and a 

small prize. 

For the last week of summer, each group chose a 

leader for the whole summer. They each received an 

award, 20 Merit Dollars, and a large prize. Their pic-

tures remain up on our Leader Board for all to see. 

We are so proud of these children who exemplified 

leadership throughout the summer!  

Summer Fun Day 

After the summer program ended, the Center hosted our first annual Summer Fun Day! There was a 

bounce house, face painting, fire truck, SWAT vehicle, games, and lots of yummy food! We were also 

blessed to have Olympic Gold Medalist Evan Austin come and speak to the children and show them his 

medals. It was inspiring to hear his story, especially as he is from Terre Haute! It was a great day. Thank 

you so much to the Board of Directors and all of the area businesses and organizations that came together 

to make the day a success! 
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Food Pantry Needs 

With the prices of everything rising, we are all struggling a bit more 

with providing for our own families. This is particularly true for fami-

lies with low incomes. Groceries are expensive, and the need for 

emergency food assistance is great. Our food pantry consistently 

serves 65-75 people each Tuesday morning between 9 am and noon, 

but saw a spike at the end of August of over 90 people. Our won-

derful team of volunteers continue to do their best to ensure no 

one goes away empty-handed, but we could use your help!  

We have some amazing churches, organizations and individuals who 

faithfully donate to the pantry, but there is lots of room for more 

jump in! If your church, organization or business would be willing to host a food drive, one-time or even 

monthly, please contact the Center. We have some barrels we would gladly deliver to wherever they are 

needed! 

Encouraging a Love for Reading 

It is very important for children to learn to read during the elementary 

years. At the Center, we are doing our best to encourage our children 

to read each day. During the summer program, groups scheduled reading 

time at least two days a week. During the school year we have a reward 

program for children who choose to read each day. We are also working 

to create a story time space in our library where leaders or volunteers 

can read to children. We are already seeing more children getting excit-

ed to read and look forward to even more children joining in this school 

year! 

 

Merit Store Items for Older Children 

At the Center, we have a Merit Store that allows children to spend 

play money they have earned for good behavior, good grades, read-

ing, etc. on things they want. The store is open once a week and is 

full of school supplies, hygiene products, jewelry, make up, toys, 

games and more. We use donations from our generous community 

to keep the store stocked. While there are usually plenty of items 

for young children to buy, the items for older children and teens are 

usually limited.  

We recently asked our older students the kinds of things they would 

like to see in the store, and they gave some pretty great ideas! They 

named items like spa stuff and skin care, bracelets, men’s necklaces 

or watches, cologne, posters, key chains, lip gloss, sun glasses, and 

room decorations. If you would like more information or would like 

to donate any of the above items, please let us know.  
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Dear Friends and Supporters of the Center: 

  

We had such a great summer here at the Cen-

ter!  When our kids returned to school, they 

were able to do so with a backpack full of 

school supplies and a new pair of shoes! They 

also had lots of memories to share about activi-

ties they were able to do throughout the     

summer program. Thank you so much for your 

support that made the summer program possible!  

As we transition from summer to the school year, we are looking toward the brisk winter 

months, and again need your help. With temperatures many times dropping below freezing, we 

want to make sure our children stay warm. Each child who attends our program depends on 

14th and Chestnut for our warm meals and warm building to be here every day. Even when 

schools close because of snow, the Center is here for any child needing a place to go. But our 

building is big and old, and very expensive to keep warm in winter. Monetary donations are 

needed to help with heating costs.  

We also provide a new winter coat with a hood, hat, scarf, 

gloves, and new or gently used blanket for each child who 

regularly attends our program. We want to keep our kids 

safe and warm not only outside, but also in their homes 

where there may not be any heat. Monetary donations or 

coats are needed to help us take care of all of the kids who 

look to the center as their second home.  

If you, your organization, business, or church would be will-

ing to help, please contact our office. We would be happy to talk to you and answer any ques-

tions you may have. Our goal is to distribute coats by the end of October. Thank you for your 

help! We could not do this without you!  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Directors Connor Scanlon and Amanda Otieno 



Here are some ways you can help out at the Center: 
 

Wills and Bequests—Gifts will be invested to insure quality services 
for youth in the future. Gifts can last a lifetime. Please consider us 

when making your final requests. 

Memorial/Honor Gifts—Gifts made in memory of a deceased loved 

one or in honor of a family member or friend. 

Miranda Harper Scholarship– Donations can be made to our 

Scholarship fund to help our students with college expenses. 

In-kind Gifts—Gifts such as clothing, toiletries and household items 

can also be donated. For current list of needs, see pages 3 and 4. 

Monetary Donations—Checks made payable to: 14th and Chestnut 

Community Center, 1403 Chestnut St., Terre Haute, IN 47807. 

Endowment Fund—If you would like to contribute to our Endow-
ment Fund through the Wabash Valley Community Foundation, con-

tact the Center at 812-232-3126. 

 

14th and Chestnut  

Community Center 

1403 Chestnut St. 

Terre Haute, IN 47807 

812-232-3126 
 

After School Program 

Monday—Friday 

3:00 pm—6:00 pm 

Snack served at 3:00 pm 

Dinner served at 5:30 pm 
 

Directors 

Connor Scanlon 

Amanda Otieno 

Help make a Difference in a Child’s Life 

14thandchestnut.weebly.com 

You can also Like and Follow us on 

Facebook! 

14th & Chestnut Community Center 

1403 Chestnut Street 

Terre Haute, IN 47807 
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